Newsletter, Thursday, 2 February 2017
Quote of the week
“Find happiness in making others happy.” Mary Mackillop

Our beau8ful
Room 2 children

The week ahead at St Anne’s School
Friday 3rd

Powhiri for Fr Marcus and commissioning liturgy for
school leaders 9.00am at St Anne’s Church
Assembly - 2.15pm at school hall

Monday 6th

WAITANGI DAY

Tuesday 7th

Beginning of year surveys returned to teachers
10.30am - Swimming Year 4-8

Wednesday 8th

Summer sport enrollments to be returned
10.30am - Swimming Year 1-3
OpVonal Parent interviews 3.30pm - 6.00pm

Thursday 9th

12.30pm - Swimming Year 4-8

Friday 10th

Intermediate leadership day at Whangaehu Marae
Assembly - 2.15pm at school hall
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Dear Parents
Nau mai haere mai
Welcome back everyone
It is always exciVng on the ﬁrst day back at the beginning of each
school year. The school comes back to life with the fun, smiles
and excitement of children excited about seeing friends and a
new year of learning. We are blessed with great children and
dedicated staﬀ memebers who help create a focussed, posiVve
and fun environment for learning.

School Uniform

A special welcome to Yvonne Priest who joins us as a teacher for
2017. Also welcome to our new students across a range of levels
in the school.

Focus for 2017

Hopefully now the holidays are ﬁnished we will get more sejled
weather. We are a sunsafe school and all children are expected
to wear a sunhat when outside. Please ensure that you child has
sunscreen on before school, we do provide some sunscreen but
we only have a limited supply.

We have a number of focus areas and iniVaVves for the year and
below are some details:

Teacher contact

• Special Character- Jo Gichard our DRS (Director of Religious
Studies) will lead the staﬀ to conVnue to authenVcally develop
our links with the Josephite Charism. This year we will also be
involved in a special character review
• MST - Erin McCullum will work as a MST (MathemaVcs Support
Teacher) for the year. This is funded from the Ministry of
EducaVon, Erin will work with small groups of children to help
lic their achievement in mathemaVcs.

We take pride in our uniform and thank you for ensuring
children arrived this year with their uniforms already to go for
the term. We expect children to wear correct uniform every day.
If for some reason your child is unable to have the
correct uniform then please send a note for the teacher. Their
uniform will be need to be remedied within a few days.

Sunsafe

We are always keen to talk or discuss your child’s progress and
development. Teachers have a number of acer school meeVngs
and are usually busy preparing for the school day. If you wish to
meet with your child’s teacher please approach them or the
oﬃce staﬀ for an appointment to be made. If you do email
teachers they will get back to you the following day as their
focus during the day is teaching.

Surveys

• Staﬀ development in English - Hayley McKnight will lead
teacher professional development in wriVng and speaking. We
will use current research to work towards improving our
teaching pracVce in this area. Our speciﬁc inquiry is:
How can we ensure that a focus on speaking aspects of the
curriculum will produce corresponding improvement in wriVng?

AUached to this newsleUer is a survey form to help us
understand your child more fully and to assist us in
planning and ensuring we can personalize learning for your
child. If you wish to discuss this form more fully with your
child’s teacher there are op8onal interviews available next
Wednesday, 8 February. Please return these forms with
your child’s name on it to their classroom teacher by
Tuesday, 7 February.

• Mathema8cs - Halim Sheridan will conVnue to lead
development in mathemaVcs teaching to ensure consistency of
pracVce across our school.

If you require an interview, please go to
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and select an interview 8me.
The code is 5635h.

• Learning support - We have moved our resource room to the
Arts AV center. The resource room will provide a learning
support space for all children. This will be led by Sue Familton.

Swimming

• Learning through play - Teresa Clark and Sandy Casey are
conVnuing the development of our junior programme
to ensure stronger transiVon and developmental learning for
all new entrant children

Our swim programme begins next Tuesday for Year 4-8 children
and Wednesday for Year 1-3 children. Our swim programme is
very focussed and based on children’s abiliVes. Each child will
receive ten swimming sessions over this term. We have found
that good goggles, appropriate swim wear and hair Ved back
helps your child beneﬁt from these sessions.

• Personalized learning - Pam Wilson and Maggie Nicolini will
conVnue their development of personalized learning spaces for
children.

Waitangi day
Just a reminder that Waitangi Day is this Monday. School will
resume on Tuesday 7th February.

• PB4L - Teresa Clark and the leadership team will conVnued to
develop our behavior management systems.

Regards,
Karl Zimmerman
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Special Character News from St Anne’s School
New Parish Priest
Fr Brian is now studying at Berkley University in America. Fr Marcus is our new parish priest and
we will be welcoming him with a formal powhiri this Friday at 9.00am out the front of St Anne’s
Church. Acer the powhiri we will be commissioning our leaders for 2017. If you wish to join us for
this powhiri please ensure that you are inside the church foyer before 9.00am.
Gospel reading this week MaUew 5:1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and acer he sat down, his disciples came to
him.
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be ﬁlled.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and ujer all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Reﬂec8on
Living the beaVtudes is nothing new for parents. We ocen set our needs and desires aside in order to care for others, especially our children. Our
greatest challenge, however, is to be a living witness to the ﬁrst beaVtude. If we understand and live out being “poor in spirit,” the rest falls into
place. For to be “poor in spirit,” we rely completely on God. We know what the present situaVon holds, but recognize that there is a greater glory to
come in God’s Kingdom.

Welcome back from the P.T.A.
We are looking forward to another wonderful year ahead and would love to work with and get to know more families from
our school community.
Our PTA is made up of a small group of busy parents who donate their Vme to help with school acVviVes and fundraising but we need more hands
on deck! We would love for you or any friends of the school or extended family members to join the PTA, we also understand that todays world is a
busy one so we have decided to form a group of ‘Friends’ of the PTA. Being a friend of the PTA means you don’t have to ajend meeVngs but we
could contact you to see if you are available to help out the PTA with various tasks, it’s also a great opportunity to get involved and network with
great people from our school community. It doesn’t mean you are going to be called on all the Vme and we understand if you are busy and can’t
help but for us to have a list of people to call on and take the pressure oﬀ throughout the year would be super helpful so please don’t shy away we
are a friendly bunch we just need a lijle more help to keep working on doing the best for our fabulous school.
We have a form below for you to ﬁll out and return to school to with your contact details.
Our Parish has the ICPE missionary group from St Gerards’s Monastery visiVng at the end of this month, we are puqng on a dinner for them on
Monday 27th February, please we need help from the wider school community to assist the PTA with this, we need help serving, set up, clean up on
the night and with cooking and preparing food on the day - it can be bought to school or arranged to be picked up from you if easier. This isn’t a
huge endeavour if we get a good amount of helpers, please contact Jess or ﬁll out the form below.
Please complete the slip below and return to school or text/email Jess your details 021 1881 393 or jess_edmonds@icloud.com
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Become a Friend of the PTA
Name:__________________________________________________________________
Phone (mobile preferred):______________________Email:________________________
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